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SUBJ: MELOY ASSASSINATION 

1 . HAVE JUST SEEN JOE FITCHETT'S JUNE 19 STORY IN HERALD 
TRIBUNE ABOUT MELOY ASSASSINATION. THIS IS CAREFULLY PUT TO- 
GETHER MIXTURE OF INFORMATION HE GOT FROM US AND FROM LOCAL 
PALESTINIAN AND LEBANESE SOURCES. FOR THE RECORD, FITCHETT CAME 
TO SEE ME ON ANNIVERSARY OF MELOY DEATH AND ASKED WHAT HAD 
HAPPENED ABOUT FOLLOW-UP. I TOLD HIM WE CONTINUING TO INVESTI- 
GATE MATTER AND HAD ALSO REQUESTED LEBANESE TO DO SAME. WE HAD 
SOME IDEA ABOUT WHO MIGHT HAVE DONE THE JOB BUT NOTHING CON- 
FIRMED. AT SUCH TIME AS WE WERE CERTAIN WHO HAD DONE IT, THERE 
WOULD PROBABLY BE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BY US OR LEBANESE. I DID 
NOT KNOW WHEN THAT WOULD BE AND REFUSED ALL COMMENT ON WHO WE 
THOUGHT MIGHT BE RESPONSIBLE. 

2. FITCHETT ASKED IF WE THOUGHT ASSASSINATION WAS ACCIDENTAL OR 
HAD BEEN CAREFULLY WORKED OUT PLAN. I SAID IT APPEARED TO BE 
LATTER. HE SAID THEN ASSAILANTS MUST HAVE HAD SOME INTELLIGENCE 
REGARDING MELOY S MOVEMENTS. I SAID THAT WOULD SEEM TO BE THE 
CASE. FITCHETT ASKED WHETHER THIS ASSASSINATION WAS INSPIRED BY 
LIBYA OR SOME OTHER ARAB POWER, I SAID I DID NOT KNOW BUT WE 
WERE NOT IN POSSESSION OF EVIDENCE POINTING FINGER AT ANY PARTI 
CULAR FOREIGN POWER. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 02958 211615Z 


3. FITCHETT THEN CAME UP WITH STORY THAT SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY 
HAD ADMITTED ASSASSINATION IN CLOSED DOOR MEETING. I SAID THAT 
NEWS TO ME. 

4. AS INDICATED ABOVE, FITCHETT HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH UNSPECI- 
FIED PALESTINIAN AND LEBANESE SOURCES. HE CLAIMS PLO REFUSED 
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COMMENT ON SUBJECT. 

5. HAVE USED SIMILAR LINE WITH OTHER JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE ASKED 
ABOUT SAME MATTER, TELLING THEM THAT INVESTIGATION IS CONTINU- 
ING ON BOTH AMERICAN AND LEBANESE SIDE AND THAT WHEN AND IF WE 
HAVE DEVELOPMENTS WE WILL ENNOUNCE THEM. WE HAVE REFUSED TO BE 
DRAWN INTO DISCUSSION OF IDENTITY OF KILLERS OR OUR SUSPICIONS 
THEREON. 

PARKER 
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